IMPERSONAL ABSOLUTE  MONARCHY

Treaty of the Pyrenees (1659), by which Artois and Roussillon
were ceded to the king of France.

JTHE FRONDE

Being in constant need of money for the war, Mazarin obtained
advances from the financiers, and in return for these abandoned
to them the right of levying taxation and collecting the king's
revenues. These financiers (traitants) made considerable profits by
these transactions; they flaunted their parvenu luxury and built
magnificent mansions for themselves in Paris, which excited the
jealousy of the nobles of the robe and exasperated the people.
Since the provinces were exhausted by taxation, the Government
tried to obtain money from the people of Paris, who had hitherto
been only moderately taxed. It created several taxes, one after
the other, which fell upon the bourgeois and the members of the
Parlement. The exasperation felt against Mazarin and the
traitants led to a revolt known as the Fronde, which took the
form of a series of little civil wars, lasting in all for four years.

The Fronde started when Mazarin. ordered the arrest of a
counsellor of the Parlement who was beloved of the people, and
took the form of a riot and the throwing up of barricades in Paris;
it was continued in the form of a revolt of the princes and great
lords in the provinces of which they were governors. Mazarin
had four classes of opponents to struggle against: the inhabitants
of Paris, the Parlement of Paris, the grands, who were annoyed
at being held aloof from the Government, and the armies which
had returned from Germany, where the Thirty Years' War had
just come to an end. There was no armed force in Paris that could
withstand the riots. This was the period during which the English
Parliament had got the better of the king of England, and the
Parlement of Paris felt itself encouraged by the example of a body
bearing the same name as its own, however different their func-
tions might be.1 The Prince of Conde", who had fought on the side

1 Certain of the catchwords of the English Revolution made their way into
France at this period, traces of them being found in Pascal. Sexby, an English
colonel in the Revolutionary army, even came to Bordeaux and proposed to the
party in revolt a constitution translated from the Act which the army had imposed
upon the English Parliament in 1684, to which he attached a long preamble on
the natural rights of men. This is the oldest declaration of the rights of man com-
posed in French, and was the work of an Englishman.
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